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Introduction. 

The 3rd Statutory Joint Meeting of the Committees on “Women, Children and 

Vulnerable Persons” and “Humanitarian and Social Issues” of the Forum of 

Parliaments of the Member States of the International Conference on the Great Lakes 

Region (FP-ICGLR) was held on 23rd November, 2020 via Zoom conference platform. 

 

In attendance: 

Republic of Angola  

• Hon. Isabel Malunga 

Republic of Burundi 

• Hon. Jean Bosco Ntunzwenimana; 

• Hon. Belyse Carine Dukundane. 

Republic of Congo 

• Hon. Senator Jacqueline Solange Moundzalo. 

Republic of Rwanda 

• Hon. Mukamana Elisabeth; 

• Hon. Senator Clotilde Mukakarangwa.  

Republic of Kenya 

• The Hon. Senator Sylvia Kasanga 

Republic of Zambia 

• Hon. Moono Lubezhi; 

• Hon. Doreen Mwape. 

FP-ICGLR Secretariat 

• Secretary General - Amb. Onyango Kakboa; 

• Program Manager, Economic Development, Regional Integration and Social 

Issues – Ms Winnie Kamau; 

• IT and Communications Officer – Mr. Jeni Botha. 

Technical Note 

Before the Opening ceremony the Secretary General updated the Members that the 

President of the Committee on Women, Children and Vulnerable persons was unwell 

and would not be able to preside over the meeting.  He then requested the members 

of both bureaus of both Committees to chair the meeting which they graciously 

accepted.  The meeting was co-chaired by Hon. Doreen Mwape from the Parliament 

of Zambia and Hon. Senator Sylvia Kasanga both members of the bureaus of the two 

committees as they serve as the rapporteurs. 
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Opening Ceremony 

The Opening Ceremony was moderated by the Program Manager in charge of 

Economic Development, Regional Integration and Social Issues, and was marked by 

two speeches. 

Welcome Remarks by the Secretary General of the FP-ICGLR - Ambassador 

Kakoba Onyango. 

The Secretary General welcomed the members of the two committees to the joint 

meeting.  He thanked the members of the Committee for taking the time to attend the 

meeting in the very difficult times of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

He congratulated the people and the elected Parliamentarians from the Republic of 

Burundi in May 2020 and the United Republic of Tanzania in October, respectively for 

holding successful and peaceful elections and welcomed the new members of the 

Committee from the Republic of Burundi and the Senate of the Republic of Rwanda 

respectively.  He also congratulated the new Speaker of the National Assembly of 

Burundi who is the sitting President of the Forum and also the Speaker of the National 

Assembly of the Tanzania for retaining his seat. 

The Secretary General asked the Members to observe a minute of silence in 

remembrance of personalities who passed away namely, H.E. Pierre Nkurunziza - 

former President of the Republic of Burundi, H.E. Benjamin Mkapa -former President 

of the United Republic of Tanzania, H.E. Pascal Lissouba – former President to the 

Republic of Congo.  He also informed the meeting that the FP-ICGLR had also lost 

one of its own the Hon. Mendes Bartolomeu a member of the Committee on Peace 

and Security, and 3 other MPs from the Parliament of Tanzania. 

He then wished the President of the “Committee on Women, Children and Vulnerable 

Persons” a quick recovery.  He also wished a quick recovery to anyone not feeling 

well. 

He informed the meeting that the Joint meeting was the last one of the Committee 

meetings for 2020 and also explained the decision to merge the two Committees as 

they deal with cross cutting issues and at the moment many families are facing 

domestic challenges.  He looked forward to sharing of experiences and ways to 

address the challenges faced in regard to domestic violence. 

He informed the participants that in 2021 the Forum will be convening the 2nd Extra-

sessions of the Plenary Assembly preceding by the 2nd extra-ordinary session of the 

Executive Committee to be held in February, and the 12th Plenary Assembly will be in 

March in 2021 hopefully. 

He concluded his remarks by thanking all for taking time to attend and looked forward 

to fruitful deliberations. 

Acting co-President – Hon. Doreen Mwape. 

She welcomed all the members of both committees to the meeting, saying that these 

are very difficult times and it is good that they were able to meet even virtually. She 
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informed the members that she was upcountry in her constituency and hoped that her 

connection would be consistent as that is the challenge that we face due to poor 

internet connections.  She thanked all the members for attending and hoped for good 

internet connectivity so as to be able to share and learn from one another. 

She then officially opened the meeting and looked forward to fruitful deliberations. 

Consideration and adoption of the agenda 

The draft agenda was considered and adopted without any amendments. 

Presentation 

The Program Manger made a presentation on the “Impact of COVID-19 on 

households: with focus on domestic violence. 

Debates on the Presentation 

After the presentation and the draft resolution, the President opened up the meeting 

for interventions from the members. 

Republic of Kenya 

The Hon. Senator Sylvia Kasanga intervened she said that the meeting has come at 

a wonderful time and noted that she was happy to engage on this platform.  She 

thanked the SG and the PM for organising the meeting.  She encouraged all to share 

their experiences on what their respective countries have been experiencing as it is 

important to do this. 

She reported that the Parliament of Kenya has been monitoring the situation very 

closely and she is the Chairperson of the Ad hoc Committee on COVID-19 in the 

Senate of Kenya that was convened on the month of March after the first patient was 

confirmed.  The Committee started working during the lockdown as the country was 

locked down with restricted movement within the country and a curfew put in place.  

The Committee focused on health, economic issues, access to water and food. 

She noted that Mental Health was one the of the issues that must be discussed at 

length further adding that  she had shared her work on the Mental Health Bill during a 

previous meeting of the Committee on Humanitarian and Social Issues.  She indicated 

that there was an upsurge of mental health issues brought about by tension and 

confinement challenges. 

She mentioned that a National Steering Committee on Covid had been appointed and 

employed a methodology of identifying challenges being faced by the populace.  In 

regard to access to health facilities, she said that the lockdown had made the situation 

very difficult as no medication was coming into the country making it risky for those 

dealing with other conditions like HIV, cancer etc thus making the desperation levels 

even higher. 

She concluded her intervention by noting that political campaigns have been on-going 

in ICGLR members-states where many people attend rallies hence raising the risk of 

contracting the COVID-19 disease. 
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Republic of Zambia 

The Hon Moon Lubezhi said that in Zambia the main hospital had opened a clinic to 

deal with COVID-19 cases.  The country did not close their borders since as a land 

locked country they rely on the goods coming from neighbouring countries.  On 

education, she said that schools have been closed for a long time and the school 

calendar had been distorted. 

The Zambian Parliament was operating virtually as MPs were operating from their 

constituencies and were given kits to take to the rural areas so as to be able to 

continue engagement on national matters.  She noted that many COVID cases were 

reported in the cities and this caused people in the rural areas to believe that it is an 

urban disease.   

She further noted that SMEs had been greatly affected with the closing of bars and 

salons thus adversely affecting the underprivileged who rely on these businesses for 

their livelihood.  She noted that now SMEs are beginning to open and trying to recover.  

Globally many things have happened that will adversely be felt for some time to come. 

Republic of Congo 

Senator Jacqueline Solange stated that domestic violence had been noted to be on 

the rise and that people were indeed facing very difficult unprecedented times.  She 

noted that there were measures in place to protect people from the disease and gave 

an example that markets were only open 3 times a week to reduce the number of 

people trading and their customers. 

There were sensitization campaigns being conducted to urge people to respect the 

preventive measures that had been put in place.  She also mentioned a lockdown had 

been instituted and that the government was looking at ways of social support to the 

many people who had lost their livelihoods. 

Republic of Rwanda 

The Hon. Elizabeth Mukamana said that due to the lock down many families had been 

affected.  She also mentioned that there were one-stop centres within hospitals that 

deal with domestic and sexual violence cases and mentioned the one that the 

Committee on Women, Children and Vulnerable Persons had visited during a meeting 

held in Kigali in May, 2019. 

Assistance from the government was being formulated and Community radio had 

become a good and effective way to send out messages on the disease and passing 

on simple messages of hand washing and avoiding crowds. 

Republic of Burundi 

Hon. Jean Bosco Ntunzwenimana thanked the SG and members for observing a 

moment of silence in memory of H.E. Pierre Nkurunziza.   He then went on to say that 

COVID-19 has created a very serious situation in Burundi.  Lockdown measures were 

instituted and were then being lifted with caution making sure that testing was being 

done on arrival and stringent quarantine protocols were in place.  
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Sensitization campaigns on the disease and protective measures continued to be 

implemented all over the country that shares borders with Tanzania, DRC and Zambia. 

The Hon. Belyse Carine Dukundane noted that people were really suffering and many 

house households disrupted and asked what the governments were doing for the 

people affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Republic of Angola 

There was a technical problem with the Portuguese translation and the President 

requested for the comments to be submitted to the Secretariat in writing for inclusion 

in the report. 

Like most Member States in the Great Lakes Region, Angola had registered an 

increase in domestic violence cases during social confinement due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

According to data released by the Ministry of Social Action, Family and Gender 

Empowerment (MASFAMU), Angola registered 3,950 domestic violence cases 

between January and November 2020. It is worth mentioning that most domestic 

violence cases aren´t reported, which leads us to consider that the number presented 

is just a sample of reality. 

Draft Resolution 

This was presented for consideration by the Program Manager. 

The Program Manager was commended for the draft resolution with very few 

additions, this would be polished up and shared with respective parliaments for 

finalization for adoption during the 11th session of the Plenary Assembly. 

Final Communique 

This was adopted without any amendments after it was read by the Program Manager. 

Closing Ceremony 

The Hon. Doreen Mwape thanked everyone for attending the important meeting in the 

unprecedented times and noted the need to improve on our ICT solutions and 

infrastructure as was evidenced by the connectivity challenges faced during the 

meeting.  She was happy that experiences were shared and noted that there was a 

learning process from one another.  She concluded her remarks by wishing all God’s 

Blessings and a Mercy Christmas.  

The Hon. Senator Sylvia Kasanga too thanked everyone for sharing their experiences 

and echoed the Hon. Mwape’s remarks that there was a lot learned from one another.   

She hoped that the next meetings would be physically held, though even using virtual 

means it was still nice to see one another.  She concluded her remarks by saying that 

we are resilient and that we must continue the efforts to protect one another. 
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Annexes 

 

 

 

 

 

FORUM OF PARLIAMENTS OF MEMBER STATES OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE ON THE GREAT LAKES REGION (FP-ICGLR) 

 

Joint Meeting of the Committees on “Women, Children and Vulnerable Persons” 

and “Humanitarian and Social Issues” 

 

Virtual Meeting- 23rd November, 2020 

14:00-1600 Kinshasa Time (GMT+1) 

 

Draft Agenda 

1. Opening Ceremony; 

2. Consideration and adoption of the agenda; 

3. Presentation on the “Social changes faced by households due to COVID-19: 

Focus on Domestic Violence”; 

4. Consideration and adoption of the draft Resolution; 

5. Consideration and adoption of the Final Communiqué; 

6. Closing ceremony.  
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Final Communiqué 

 

Joint meeting of the committees on “Committee on Women, Children and 

Vulnerable Persons” and “Humanitarian and Social Issues” of the Forum of 

Parliaments of Member States of the International Conference on the Great 

Lakes Region (FP-ICGLR) 

 

Virtual Meeting – 23rd November, 2020 

 

 

• Considering the provisions of Articles 48 of the Inter-Parliamentary Agreement 

Establishing the Forum of Parliaments of Member States of the International 

Conference on the Great Lakes Region signed in Kigali, Rwanda on 4th 

December, 2008;  

• Recognizing the importance of the implementation of the 2019-2020 Action 

Plan of the FP-ICGLR that was adopted during the 10th Plenary Assembly held 

on the 4-7 December, 2019 in Bujumbura, the Republic of Burundi; 

• Appreciating the participation of the representatives of Parliaments of the 

Member States of the ICGLR namely the Republic of Angola, the Republic of 

Burundi, the Republic of Congo, the Republic of Kenya, the Republic of Rwanda 

and the Republic of Zambia respectively; 

• Further Appreciating the joint chairing of the meeting by members of the 

Bureaus of both Committees from the Republic of Kenya and the Republic of 

Zambia respectively; 

• Acknowledging and recognizing the social challenges faced in the Member 

States of the ICGLR due to the COVID-19 pandemic; 

 

The Joint Meeting: 

 

1. Commended the initiatives taken by Heads of States and governments to 

protect their citizens during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

2. Took note of the contents of the presentation on the “Impact of COVID-19 on 

households: focus on Domestic Violence” made by the Program Manager of 

the FP-ICGLR; 
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3. Acknowledged that the COVID-19 pandemic has had adverse effects on the 

entire world and that our region has also felt these effects, grateful that the 

numbers of infections and deaths have not been as high as recorded in other 

parts of the globe; 

4. Noted with concern that the cases of domestic violence during this pandemic 

have caused further distress in households and that many incidents affecting 

households have been reported; 

5. Shared the social effects of the pandemic in the respective Member States and 

noted with concern that many more strategies will still need to be put in place 

to assist the households especially those in the slums and settlement areas; 

6. Urged Member States to re-evaluate the health systems in the respective 

countries including capacity building of medical personnel; 

7. Encouraged Members States to employ sensitization strategies and member 

Parliaments to advocate for updating of laws to end of all forms of domestic 

violence; 

8. Called for special attention to be given to the rising issues of mental health as 

evidenced from the shared experiences by members during the meeting; 

9. Further Urged the Member States to continue to provide economic and social 

packages to families especially those in the slums and settlements; 

10. Advocated for the use of ICT solutions and upgrading of infrastructure as a 

new means of communication and implement its usage even in the medical 

field; 

11. Committed to ensuring the role of Parliaments continues to be to speak for the 

populations that they represent; 

12. Expressed their appreciation to the Secretary General and the FP-ICGLR 

secretariat for organising the meeting especially during this challenging period 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

Done on November 23, 2020 

 
 
Joint Chairpersons of the Meeting: 
  
 
Hon. Doreen Mwape  
Rapporteur- Committee on Humanitarian and Social Issues 
 
 
Hon. Senator Sylvia Kasanga -  
Rapporteur – Committee on Women, Children and Vulnerable Persons. 
 


