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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Eleventh Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly of the Forum of 

Parliaments of Member States of the International Conference on the Great 

Lakes Region (FP-ICGLR) was held on Friday, 7th May 2021 from 9 a.m. 

Kinshasa time (GMT +1), via videoconferencing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

The meeting was organized by the General Secretariat of FP-ICGLR in 

conjunction with the office of the then Sitting President of FP-ICGLR, the 

Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of Burundi. It was a hybrid 

meeting of the Plenary Assembly Proper and the Conference of Speakers 

combined due to time limitations of online meetings. 

2. PARTICIPATION 

Parliaments represented: 

• The Republic of Angola; 

• The Republic of Burundi 

• The Republic of Congo 

• The Democratic Republic of the Congo 

• The Republic of Rwanda 

• The Republic of Kenya 

• The Republic of Zambia 

Absent with apologies due to legalities related to recently organised elections: 

• The Central African Republic; 

• The Republic of Uganda;  

• The United Republic of Tanzania 

Executive Secretariat of ICGLR 

• The Executive Secretary of ICGLR; 

• The ICGLR National Coordinator. 

General Secretariat of FP-ICGLR 

• All staff of the secretariat led by the Secretary Genera 

Other partners 

• Regional Director of Swiss Agency for Development Corporation; 

• Representative of ICGLR Lusaka Centre. 

3. OPENING CEREMONY 

Three speeches were delivered during the opening ceremony by: 

• The Secretary General of the FP-ICGLR 

• The Executive Secretary of the ICGLR and, 

• The Sitting President of FP-ICGLR and Speaker of the National 

Assembly of Burundi.  
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3.1. Speech by Amb. Onyango Kakoba - Secretary General of FP-ICGLR 

Ambassador Kakoba welcomed all the participants to the 11th Ordinary Session 

of the Plenary Assembly. He expressed Special appreciation to Rt. Hon. 

Speakers and Deputy Speakers of Parliament and invited Guests for sparing 

time to participate in the online meeting.  

He stated that we were going through some unprecedented times due to 

challenges brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic which had changed the 

way we operate in all areas of life hence the online Plenary Assembly. 

The Secretary General gave a general overview of the history, objectives as 

well as the organs of FP-ICGLR. He also outlined the activities the Forum had 

carried out during 2020 which were mainly online meetings. He was hopeful 

that the organisation would go back to physical activities once the pandemic 

situation improved. 

Noting that funding was key for the implementation of planned activities, Amb. 

Kakoba thanked Member-Parliaments that had paid their Annual Contributions 

and Arrears and appealed to those with outstanding balances to meet their 

financial obligations for the proper function of the organisation. He also thanked 

the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) for financially 

supporting the Forum in carrying out some of the activities of the committees 

on ‘Peace and Security” and Democracy and Good Governance”. 

Recalling that the 11th Ordinary Session was being held barely a month after 

the 2nd Extraordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly on April 9, which 

considered and unanimously renewed the mandate of the Secretary General of 

FP-ICGLR for another three years, the SG expressed profound gratitude for the 

renewal of his mandate  

The Secretary General further registered sincere gratitude to the outgoing 

President the Rt. Hon. Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe for his wise counsel and for 

successfully steering the organisation during his tenure and wished the 

incoming President success.  

3.2. Speech by the Executive Secretary of ICGLR Amb. Joao Caholo 

The Executive Secretary (ES) expressed gratitude to FP-ICGLR for inviting him 

to the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly further noting that it was 

a good sign of ICGLR organs working together for interest of the Great Lakes 

Region. 

Noting the important role that the legislature plays in ratification and 

domestication of international agreements as well as overseeing the 

implementation of programs, projects and activities initiated by international 

organisations, the Executive Secretary reaffirmed his continued commitment to 

work with FP-ICGLR.  
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3.3. Speech by the Sitting President of FP-ICGLR, Rt. Hon. Gelase Daniel 

Ndabirabe  

In his speech, the Sitting President of FP-ICGLR and Speaker of the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Burundi, Rt. Hon. Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe,   

warmly welcomed all the participants to the Plenary Assembly. He thanked 

participants for attending the meeting which was held via videoconferencing 

due to Covid-19 challenges.  

Outlining key items on the agenda of the Plenary Assembly, the Sitting 

President was hopeful that the meeting would come out with important 

decisions aimed at addressing key challenges in the Great Lakes Region. 

The Sitting President congratulated the Secretary General on his 

reappointment to a second term of office at the second Extraordinary Plenary 

Assembly held on 7th April 2021, and wished him every success during his 

second and final term. He further commended the Secretary General and his 

team for the work done in the interest of the organisation and the region in 

general.  

As he concluded his speech, the President wished the delegates a successful 

meeting and declared the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly 

opened.   

4. PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLENARY ASSEMBLY 

The main proceedings of the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly 

of FP-ICGLR took place via video conferencing on May 7, 2021 was preceded 

by the opening.  The conference was chaired by Rt. Hon. Gelase Daniel 

Ndabirabe the Sitting President of FP-ICGLR and Speaker of the National 

Assembly of the Republic of Burundi.  A number of items were handled during 

the session as below: 

4.1. Consideration and adoption of the Agenda 

The Secretary General Amb. Onyango Kakoba presented the draft agenda of 

the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly as follows: 

1. Official opening ceremony of the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary 

Assembly of FP-ICGLR;  

2. Adoption of the Agenda of the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary 

Assembly of FP-ICGLR; 

3. Consideration and adoption of the report of the 10th Conference of 

Speakers held on 6th December, 2019 in Bujumbura, Republic of 

Burundi (Speakers / Leaders of Delegations only);  

4. Consideration and adoption of the report of the 10th Ordinary Session of 

the Plenary Assembly held from 4th to 7th December, 2019 held in 

Bujumbura, Republic of Burundi; 

5. Update and consideration on the recent evolution of the political, security 
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and humanitarian situation in the Great Lakes Region;  

6. Presentation and adoption of draft resolutions of FP-ICGLR;  

7. Presentation and approval of the Executive Committee combined report 

on the following: 

- Annual activity and financial report of the General Secretariat of 

FP-ICGLR for the year 2020;  

- Action Plan and Budget of FP-ICGLR for 2021;  

- The External Audit Reports for 2019 and 2020;  

8. Date and venue of the 12th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly;  

9. Statements by Leaders of delegations and partners;  

10. Any Other Business;  

11. Presentation, debate and adoption of the final declaration;  

12. Handover of the Presidency of FP-ICGLR (Burundi to Kenya) 

13. Closing ceremony of the 11th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly. 

The draft agenda was adopted without amendment.  

4.2. Consideration and Adoption of the Report of the 10th  Plenary Assembly  

The Right Honourable President gave the floor to the General Secretary of FP-

ICGLR to present the report of the 10th Ordinary Session of the Plenary 

Assembly held from December 4-7, 2019 in Bujumbura, Republic of Burundi.  

The Secretary General briefly presented the report. The report was 

unanimously adopted. 

4.3. Update on the Political, Security and Humanitarian Situation in ICGLR 

Member States 

The presentation was made by the Secretary General. The presentation was 

followed by debates. Heads of delegations voiced their opinions, among 

others, the Republic of Burundi, the Republic of Rwanda, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo and the Republic of Angola.   

Following the debate, it was agreed that the word “conflict” in reference to 

differences between states be replaced with the word “tension”. 

4.4. Presentation and Debate on the Activities of Committees and 

Resolutions: 

Due to time constraint because of holding the Plenary online, the Secretary 

General presented the following items on behalf of the Chairpersons of the 

Committees:  

i) Combined Report of the Executive Committee 

The Secretary General presented the combined Executive Committee report 

on the 2020 Activity and Financial Report of FP-ICGLR, the 2021-2022 Action 

Plan and Budget of FP-ICGLR and the 2019 and 2020 External Audit Reports. 

While presenting the report, the Secretary General informed the meeting that 

the committee had thoroughly had taken note of the first item as well as 
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examined and approved the other two respectively. The Plenary Assembly 

unanimously adopted the combined report. 

The General Secretariat also made a presentation on the updated financial 

report up to April 20, 2021. Member-Parliaments that had paid their Annual 

Contributions and Arrears were appreciated and appeals made to those with 

outstanding balances to meet their financial obligations for the proper function 

of the organisation. 

ii) Reports of Permanent Committees of the FP-ICGLR 

The Secretary General further briefed the Plenary Assembly on the activities 

that had been carried out by the Permanent Committees. These were mainly 

online Committee meetings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. They included 

two meetings each for the Committees on “Democracy and Good 

Governance” and “Peace and Security” as well as one meeting each for the 

Committees on "Economic Development, Natural Resources and Regional 

Integration", "Gender, Children and Vulnerable Persons” and “Humanitarian 

and Social Issues” The Plenary Assembly took note of the presentation. 

iii) Resolutions 

The Secretary General likewise presented draft resolutions for consideration 

and adoption by the Plenary Assembly. They were: 

• Resolution on the Implications of Covid-19 Pandemic on Peace and 

Security in the Great Lakes Region; 

• Resolution on Managing Cross-Border Conflicts in the Great Lakes 

Region: Way Forward. 

• Resolution on the Role of Parliament in Promoting Good Governance in 

the Great Lakes Region; 

• Resolution on the Implications of Covid-19 Pandemic on Democracy and 

Good governance in the Great Lakes Region 

• Resolution on the Strategies to Jumpstart Economies post Covid-19 

• Resolution on the Social Impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in ICGLR 

Member-states. 

The resolutions were adopted, some with amendments. 

4.5. Date and venue of the 12th Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly  

The date of the 12th Ordinary session of the Plenary Assembly was set for 21-

26 March 2022. However, the host country would be determined after 

consultation with prospective Member-Parliaments by the Secretary General of 

FP-ICGLR. 

4.6. Statements by Heads of Delegations and Partners 

Right Honourable Speakers and Heads of Delegations of Member-Parliaments 

as well as partners delivered messages on behalf of their delegation. However, 
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at that point the internet connectivity had become so poor that it was difficult to 

clearly pick the messages. 

4.7. Hand-over Ceremony 

The Outgoing President of FP-ICGLR, Rt. Hon. Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe, 

Speaker of the National Assembly peacefully handed over the Presidency to 

Rt. Hon. Kenneth Lusaka, Speaker of the Senate of Kenya.  

5. Closing Ceremony 

There were two speeches during the closing ceremony delivered by the 

Outgoing President of FP-ICGLR, Rt. Hon. Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe, and the 

new Sitting President Rt. Hon. Kenneth Lusaka.  

The Outgoing President congratulated the new sitting President upon his new 

role and wished him a successful term. He also thanked delegates for their 

participation in the Plenary Assembly. 

The new President expressed gratitude for the work done by his predecessor. 

He committed to serve for further enhancement of the Forum. 

The Speeches were preceded by the reading of the Declaration of the 11th 

Ordinary Session of the Plenary Assembly in which it was decided to convene 

a Conference of Speakers to discuss mechanisms for FP-ICGLR to make the 

effective contribution in resolving conflicts in the Great Lakes Region. 

General Secretariat 

FP-ICGLR 


