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1. Background and Rationale 

Guided by the Security, Stability and Development Pact in the Great Lakes 

Region, signed on 15th December 2006 in Nairobi, Republic of Kenya, which 

came into force on 21st June 2008, the Speakers of Parliaments of the member 

Countries of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, 

mandated by their respective Parliaments stressed that democratically elected 

Parliaments could play a major role and make significant contributions in the 

promotion of peace, security, stability, mutual understanding and friendship 

among the African people, as well as solidarity, brotherhood and good 

neighbourliness between the States of the Great Lakes Region. 

It is within this framework that the Forum of the Parliaments of ICGLR was 

established on 4th December 2008 in Kigali, Republic of Rwanda with the solely 

purpose of promoting, keeping and reinforcing peace and security in the Great 

Lakes Region as expressed by the Heads of States and Governments in the 

Security, Stability and Development Pact of the Great Lakes Region. 

Therefore, the major role of the Forum of Parliaments of ICGLR is to make 

significant parliamentary contributions by putting in place mechanisms for 

better implementation of the Pact, protocols and programs of actions outlined 

in the Pact. 

Goals of the FP-ICGLR include but are not limited to the following: 

• To serve as the framework for dialogue, experience sharing and conflicts 

resolution for the Parliaments of member countries of the ICGLR;   

• To build capacities of the members and civil servants in the parliaments 

of the Region; 

• To contribute to the implementation of the United Nations resolutions on 

respect and protection of the rights of women, children and vulnerable 

persons in conflict times. 

For the effective achievement of the objectives set out in Article 2 of the Inter-

Parliamentary Accord and as defined by its respective permanent committees, 

the FP-ICGLR has five main areas of intervention with corresponding 

Permanent Committees whose bureaus and membership are composed of 

Members of Parliament. The committees are: 

• Peace and Security; 

• Democracy and Good Governance; 

• Humanitarian and Social issues; 

• Economic Development, Natural Resources and Regional Integration; 

• Gender, Children and Vulnerable Persons issues. 

The Committee on Humanitarian and Social issues was operationalized on 18th 

May, 2017 in Kampala, Republic of Uganda while the Committee on Women, 

Children and Vulnerable Persons was operationalized on 22nd August, 2018 in 

Nairobi, Republic of Kenya respectively, by electing the members of the 
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respective bureaus.   Since then, the two committees have held various 

meetings with the last one being the joint 3rd statutory meeting held virtually on 

23rd November, 2020 that looked at the “Social Challenges Faced by 

Households due to COVID-19: Focus on Domestic Violence”.   

The FP-ICGLR plans to hold the Joint 4th meeting of the Committees on 2nd 

April, 2022 as part of the Plenary Assembly and other related meetings to be 

held from the 2nd to 6th April, 2022, in Nairobi, Republic of Kenya, jointly 

organize with the Parliament of the Republic of Kenya.  It may be recalled that 

the FP-ICGLR adopted and has been implementing its Strategic Plan for 2017-

2021 and is currently in the process of developing the next one.  The meeting 

will therefore evaluate the implementation of the resolutions and 

recommendations that have been passed over the period.  It will also continue 

with the discussion on the social impact of COVID-19 by sharing experiences, 

challenges and best practices in dealing with pandemic. The report of the joint 

3rd statutory meeting of the committees will also be adopted during the meeting. 

2. COVID-19 Update 

Since the joint 3rd statutory meeting held virtually in November 2020, 

unfortunately the number of COVID-19 confirmed cases and deaths have 

continued to rise with the onset of the different waves in the Great Lakes 

Region.  In a report by the World health Organisation (WHO), the organisation 

asked for continued vigilance even though the continent has seen off four 

waves of the pandemic.  On 9th March, 2022 the WHO reported that the 

confirmed COVID-19 cases were 1,304,049 and unfortunately 24,192 deaths 

were recorded.  https://covid19.who.int/table. 

Health systems in the Member-states have been stretched to breaking point 

and we are seeing more home-based regimens and care.  The supply of oxygen 

has continued to be a challenge with many public and private institutions 

running low.  There have been efforts for manufacturers to get involved in the 

supply of oxygen.  As a result, countries constituted lock-downs with strict 

operating protocols. 

However, on a positive note, an increase in the uptake of vaccines coupled with 

observance of the protocols, has helped in containing the new variants of the 

virus and many economies are now opening up. 

3. Main Objectives 

The main objective of the meeting will be to look back at the adopted resolutions 

that were presented to the Plenary Assembly by the two committees in a view 

to getting updates from Member States towards their implementation.  In 

addition, the meeting will continue with the discussion on the social impact of 

COVID-19 by sharing experiences, challenges and best practices in dealing 

with pandemic. 

  

https://covid19.who.int/table
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3.1. Specific Objectives 

• Re-cap and review of past meetings and the resolutions generated and 

considered by both committees since their establishment namely: 

- Resolution on the Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced 

Persons, Refugees and Returning Persons and their Property 

Rights upon Return; 

- Resolution on the Prevention and Suppression of Sexual Gender 

Based Violence Against Women and Children in the Member States 

of the ICGLR; 

- Resolution on the Implementation of SDG3 on Health and well-

being; 

- Resolution on the Implementation of SDG5 on Gender parity; 

- Resolution on the Social Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Consideration and adoption of the draft report of the 3rd Statutory joint 

meeting of the two committee; 

• Presentation of updates on the COVID-19 pandemic in the ICGLR 

member-states by sharing experiences; 

• Consideration of proposed mechanisms for the effective implementation 

by ICGLR member-states of resolutions adopted by FP-ICGLR. 

Concerning review of the past meetings and resolutions, each Member-

Parliament will be requested to share their country experience in the progress 

of implementation of the resolutions, challenges faced and suggest 

mechanisms that can be used where no progress has been made. They are 

also expected to share updates on the COVID-19 situation in their respective 

countries by sharing experiences, challenges and best practices in dealing with 

pandemic. 

4. Expected Outcomes 

• The report of the Joint 3rd Statutory Meeting of the committees will be 

adopted; 

• Update on the progress made in the implementation of resolutions 

passed on issues discussed by the two Committees will be made with 

updates from member states on implementation, challenges faced and 

mitigation mechanisms; 

• Updates on the social impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in ICGLR 

Member-states will be made by sharing of experiences; 

• Proposed mechanisms for the effective implementation by ICGLR 

member-states of resolutions adopted by FP-ICGLR will be considered. 
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5. Venue and Participation 

The meeting is organised jointly by the FP-ICGLR Secretariat and the 

Parliament of the Republic of the Kenya in Nairobi.  The meeting will be 

attended by designated members of the two Committees representing each 

Member Parliament as per the internal rules of the FP-ICGLR. 

 

Kinshasa, February,2022.  

Secretary General 


